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November  2005 Issue  113

 John Muir Association

Miss ion  in  Act ion

SEPTEMBER'S  RANCH DAYS TAKE US BACK
TO MUIR'S ROOTS IN THE  ALHAMBRA VALLEY

Park tours by horse and carriage

 Frank Helling performs as John Muir

Square Dancers of Contra Costa County
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Spinning Wheel Band

  New World Scottish Dancers

Scarecrows, raffles, picnics, and more --
                    fun for all ages!

Photos courtesy Igor Skaredoff except as noted
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P a g e

THE VIEW FROM
THE PRESIDENT'S
W I N D O W
C.  Mack  Shaver

GGREAT GIFT IDEAS FROM JMA

♦ Treat  yourse l f  o r  those  who  a l s o  care  about
John Mu ir ' s  ideas  to  a  g i f t  membersh ip  good
throughout  2006 ,  w i th  member's  d i scounts  on
spec i a l  a c t i v i t i e s

♦ Add $10  to  the  membersh ip  fee  of  $40  and
your   s ubscr i p t i o n  i n c l udes  a  2005  Mu i r
C a l i f o r n i a  q u a r t e r  a n d  g i f t  c a r d  s i g n e d  b y
Garrett  Burke ,  the  des igner

♦ Purchase  the  John  Mu i r  Tr ibute  CD  for  $15
p l u s   $ 3 . 5 0  p o s t a g e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  a n d  e n j o y
songs  and  s tor i es  about  John  Mu i r  f rom  many
ta lented  mus i c i ans ,  authors ,  researchers ,  and
descendants  of  John  Mu i r ,  w i th  photos  by
G a l e n  R o w e l l  - -  y o u  w i l l  a l s o  b e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
new  Educat i on  and  V i s i t o r  Center

R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r,
a n d  l o o k i n g  a h e a d  t o  t h o s e  t o
c o m e ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  s e v e r a l
s u c c e s s e s  a n d  a c c o m p l i s h -
m e n t s  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  J o h n
M u i r  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  b e  p r o u d
o f  w i t h  p l e n t y  l e f t  t o  d o .

T h e  e v e n t s  w e  s p o n s o r  j o i n t l y
w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e
c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w,  b o t h  i n
n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  a t t e n d i n g
a n d  r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d .   T h e
a s s o c i a t i o n  e n d e d  t h e  f i s c a l
y e a r  w i t h  a  p r o f i t !   C o m b i n i n g
E a r t h  D a y  w i t h  t h e   J o h n  M u i r
B i r t h d a y  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  M u i r ’s
c o n s e r v a t i o n  e t h i c  a n d  l e g a c y
w e r e  h i g h l i g h t e d  l a s t  A p r i l .
H i s t o r i c  r a n c h i n g  i m p l e m e n t s ,
h o r s e - d r a w n  w a g o n  r i d e s ,  l i v e
e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  a n d  n u m e r o u s
a c t i v i t i e s  d r e w  o v e r  8 0 0
v i s i t o r s  t o  R a n c h  D a y s  i n
S e p t e m b e r.   T h e s e  e v e n t s
r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  J o h n  M u i r
a n d  t h i s  s p e c i a l  p l a c e .

T h e  l o n g  n e e d e d  r e w r i t e  o f
o u r  B y l a w s  a n d  A r t i c l e s  o f
I n c o r p o r a t i o n  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ,
a l l o w i n g  o u r  n a m e  c h a n g e ,
n e w  c o m m i t t e e  p r o c e d u r e s
a n d  n e w  b o a r d  s t r u c t u r e
wi thou t  compromis ing  ou r
p u r p o s e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  J o h n  M u i r
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e .   S i x
n e w  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  b r i n g
e n e rg y,  i d e a s  a n d  e x c i t e m e n t
t o  o u r  o p e r a t i o n .

E u g e n e  O ’ N e i l l  a n d  J o h n  M u i r
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  a n d
P o r t  C h i c a g o  N a t i o n a l
M e m o r i a l .   H e  s p e n t  o v e r  3 0
y e a r s  a s  a  n a t i o n a l  p a r k
r a n g e r  a n d  p a r k  s u p e r i n t e n -
d e n t .

Wi t h  s t r o n g  l e a d e r s h i p  i n
p l a c e ,  t h e r e  i s  m u c h  f o r
m e m b e r s  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  d o
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r k .   T h e
p r i m a r y  s e r v i c e s  y o u r  a s s o c i -
a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c
s i t e  a r e  r a i s i n g  f u n d s  f o r

•   i n c r e a s e  r e v e n u e  f r o m
    d o n a t i o n s  a n d  f o u n d a t i o n
    s u p p o r t ;  a n d
•   e n g a g e  t h e  r e g i o n a l  c o m m u -
    n i t y  i n  v o l u n t e e r  p r o j e c t s .

W h a t e v e r  t h e  B o a r d  p l a n s  w i l l
r e q u i r e  m e m b e r  s u p p o r t  a n d
i n v o l v e m e n t .   T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n
wi l l  con t inue  to  g row on ly  w i th
y o u r  h e l p .   G e t  i n v o l v e d !

A t t e n d  t h e  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r.

 O u r  b o a rd  i s  s t i l l  g ro w i n g —
y o u  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  o n  t h e

b o a rd  o r  a  c o m m i t t e e .

Vo l u n t e e r  f o r  a n  e v e n t ,  f o r
d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  s i t e ,
o r  t o  s u p p o r t  o u r  s t a f f  a n d

b o a rd  w o r k .

Te l l  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y
a b o u t  u s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e
t h e m  t o  b e c o m e  m e m b e r s .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u  h a v e
d o n e  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d
f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  J o h n  M u i r.
P l e a s e  j o i n  u s  i n  m a k i n g  t h e
c o m i n g  y e a r s  e v e n  m o r e  f u n
a n d  s u c c e s s f u l !

The most  recent  new members
are  Mark Westwind of
M a r t i n e z  a n d  G l e n n  F u l l e r  o f
Wa l n u t  C r e e k .   M a r k ,  w i t h  a
M a s t e r s  o f  P u b l i c  A d m i n i s t r a -
t i o n ,  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e
f o u n d i n g  o f  o v e r  a  d o z e n
communi ty  o rgan iza t ions ,
l e a d s  k a y a k  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  a n d
a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  b u s i n e s s
c o n s u l t a n t .   G l e n n  i s  t h e
r e t i r e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f

p r o j e c t s  t h a t  w o u l d  o t h e r w i s e
n o t  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d
s u p p o r t i n g   e d u c a t i o n a l  e v e n t s
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .

T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  h o l d  a  r e t r e a t
i n  m i d - N o v e m b e r  t o  s e t  g o a l s
a n d  d r a f t  a  s t r a t e g y  t o  b e t t e r
a c c o m p l i s h  o u r  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e
c o m i n g  y e a r s .   We  w i l l  f o c u s
o n  h o w  t o  b e t t e r  m e e t  o u r
g o a l s  a n d   o b j e c t i v e s  b y
e x p l o r i n g  w a y s  t o :

•   i n c r e a s e  o u r  s t a f f ' s  t i m e ;
•   i n c r e a s e  o u r  m e m b e r s h i p ;
•   w o r k  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y
    w i t h i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
    c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w i t h  t h e
    J o h n  M u i r  F e s t i v a l  C e n t e r ;
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Be a Member in 2006Be a Member in 2006Be a Member in 2006Be a Member in 2006Be a Member in 2006!

 Annual Membership      $40.00
 Additional Donation*    ______

* Membership plus a donation of $10 or
more qualifies you to receive a free
California Muir quarter with
commemorative card autographed
by designer Garrett Burke.  Support JMA!

A D D :A D D :A D D :A D D :A D D :

 12-month National Park Pass*

                                               $   50.00

 John Muir Tribute CD  $   18.50

      Total Enclosed $ _____      Total Enclosed $ _____      Total Enclosed $ _____      Total Enclosed $ _____      Total Enclosed $ _____

*The NPS National Park Pass provides
admission to all National Parks and National
Historic Sites throughout the country.  When
you purchase your National Park Pass
through the JMA, 80% of your payment goes
directly to support the John Muir National
Historic Site.

Payment methodPayment methodPayment methodPayment methodPayment method

  Check (payable to JMA)

 Visa       Mastercard

Card # ______________________________

Exp. ___________________________

Signature ____________________________

Member InformationMember InformationMember InformationMember InformationMember Information

Name(s)___________________________

Address_____________________________

City______________________________

State/Zip_______________________

Phone_____________________________________

Email___________________________________

Send to:Send to:Send to:Send to:Send to:
JMA/Box 2433/Martinez, CA 94553

925/229-3857
www.johnmuir.org/martinez

 JMA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization;
membership fee and all donations are tax

deductible to the full extent of  the law.

MEMBER BENEFITS NOW IRRESISTIBLE
We  a p p r e c i a t e  o u r  m e m b e r s !   To  p r o v e  i t  w e  a r e  o f f e r i n g
i m p o r t a n t  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d i s c o u n t s  t o  a l l  J M A  e v e n t s !Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d i s c o u n t s  t o  a l l  J M A  e v e n t s !Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d i s c o u n t s  t o  a l l  J M A  e v e n t s !Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d i s c o u n t s  t o  a l l  J M A  e v e n t s !Y o u  w i l l  r e c e i v e  d i s c o u n t s  t o  a l l  J M A  e v e n t s !

I t  s t a r t s  r i g h t  n o w  w i t h  Vi c t o r i a n  C h r i s t m a s ,  o u r  a n n u a l
h o l i d a y  p a r t y  a n d  g e t  t o g e t h e r.   We  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i t  t h r o u g o u t
t h e  y e a r,  i n c l u d i n g  a  d i s c o u n t  f o r  k i d s  a t  s u m m e r  c a m p .

T h e r e  i s  n o w  j u s t  o n e  c a t e g o r y  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p .

O n e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 0  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y o n e  a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s !O n e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 0  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y o n e  a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s !O n e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 0  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y o n e  a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s !O n e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 0  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y o n e  a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s !O n e  l o w  p r i c e  o f  $ 4 0  i n c l u d e s  e v e r y o n e  a t  y o u r  a d d r e s s !

O u r  e v e n t s  a r e  f a m i l y - f r i e n d l y  a n d  w e  w a n t  t o  b e  s u r e  y o u
p a r t i c i p a t e .   H e r e ' s  o n e  m o r e  r e a s o n  t o  j o i n  o r  r e n e w  y o u r
m e m b e r s h i p  n o w.

G a r r e t t  B u r k e ,  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M u i r  q u a r t e r ,G a r r e t t  B u r k e ,  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M u i r  q u a r t e r ,G a r r e t t  B u r k e ,  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M u i r  q u a r t e r ,G a r r e t t  B u r k e ,  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M u i r  q u a r t e r ,G a r r e t t  B u r k e ,  d e s i g n e r  o f  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  M u i r  q u a r t e r ,
h a s  d o n a t e d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  c a r d  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h eh a s  d o n a t e d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  c a r d  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h eh a s  d o n a t e d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  c a r d  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h eh a s  d o n a t e d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  c a r d  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h eh a s  d o n a t e d  a n  a u t o g r a p h e d  c a r d  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h e

q u a r t e r ,  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  J M A  b e y o n d   t h e  b a s i c  m e m b e r s h i pq u a r t e r ,  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  J M A  b e y o n d   t h e  b a s i c  m e m b e r s h i pq u a r t e r ,  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  J M A  b e y o n d   t h e  b a s i c  m e m b e r s h i pq u a r t e r ,  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  J M A  b e y o n d   t h e  b a s i c  m e m b e r s h i pq u a r t e r ,  i f  y o u  s u p p o r t  J M A  b e y o n d   t h e  b a s i c  m e m b e r s h i p
l e v e l  w i t h  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 1 0  o r  m o r e !l e v e l  w i t h  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 1 0  o r  m o r e !l e v e l  w i t h  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 1 0  o r  m o r e !l e v e l  w i t h  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 1 0  o r  m o r e !l e v e l  w i t h  a  d o n a t i o n  o f  $ 1 0  o r  m o r e !

Yo u r  m e m b e r s h i p  m e a n s  w e  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
p r o g r a m s  t h a t  b r i n g  t h e  m a g i c  o f  J o h n  M u i r ' s  l i f e  a n d  l e g a c y
i n t o  m o r e  p e o p l e ' s  l i v e s .

Miss ion  in  Act ion

MOUNTAIN DAY CAMP
C a m p e r s  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  f o o t -
s t e p s  o f  J o h n  M u i r  a r o u n d  t h e
A l h a m b r a  Va l l e y.  L i k e  M u i r,
c a m p e r s  e n j o y  s k e t c h i n g ,
pa in t ing ,  s ing ing ,  invent ing ,
a n d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r
e x p e r i e n c e s .   We  a r e  g r a t e f u l
t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  M a r t i n e z  A r t s
a n d  L i b r a r y  F u n d  f o r  a
g e n e r o u s  g r a n t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
c a m p e r s .
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RANCH RAMBLINGS
FROM THE
JOHN MUIR
NATIONAL

HISTORIC SITE

Jo in  us  for  a  f e s t ive
Victorian Christmas

Saturday,  December 10 ,
11-4

S h a r e  s t o r i e s  a r o u n d  t h e
t r a d i t i o n a l  M u i r  f a m i l y  t r e e  a s
t h e  M u i r  h o u s e  s h i n e s  w i t h  i t s
n e w  p a i n t  a n d  h o l i d a y  d e c o r a -
t i o n s .   S p e c i a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t
a n d  h o l i d a y  t r e a t s !

♦♦♦
T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s
j u s t  r e c e i v e d  a n  a w a r d  f r o m
t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s e r v a t i o n
F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  i t s  c u l t u r a l
l a n d s c a p e  r e p o r t .   T h e  r e p o r t
i n c l u d e s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e
h i s t o r i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  d u r i n g
t h e  S t r e n t z e l / M u i r  e r a ,  a
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t
c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  a  p l a n  t o
m a n a g e  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e
l a n d s c a p e  ( w h e r e  p o s s i b l e )  t o
w h a t  i t  l o o k e d  l i k e  c i r c a  1 9 1 0 .

♦♦♦

P a r k  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  M a r t h a  L e e
w i t h  B o a r d  M e m b e r  G l e n n  F u l l e r

 a t  R a n c h  D a y s

NEW EXHIBIT SHOWCASING
JOHN MUIR THE BOTANIST

OPENS JANUARY 28 ,  2006
Mui r ' s  pa s s ion  fo r  bo t any  w i l l  come  a l i ve  i n  an  exh ib i t

b a s e d  o n  a n  u p c o m i n g  b o o k  b y  D r.  B o n n i e  G i s e l ,
w i t h  p h o t o g r a p h s  b y  S t e v e n  J o s e p h .

More  i n fo rma t ion  w i l l  be  ava i l ab l e  soon .

HELP US CELEBRATE THE MAN WHO
CELEBRATED THE EARTH

APRIL 22 ,  2006
Get  i nvo lved  i n  t he  p l ann ing  fo r  John  Mui r ' s  B i r t hday  /

Ea r th  Day.   We need volunteers  to  per form on s tage ,
recrui t  exhib i tors ,  lend a  hand se t t ing  up ,  and much more .
Get  in  touch wi th  your  ideas ,  contac ts ,  or  sk i l l s  to  share .

  Liz  Ecks te in :   925/229-3857 or  jmmassoc@yahoo.com

CONSERVATION AWARD NOMINATIONS
Guidel ines  are  avai lable  on  our  websi te
(www.johnmuir.org /mar t inez)   for  the
2006 John Muir  Conservat ion  Award.

 The  deadl ine  for  submiss ion  i s  March 31,  2006.

John  Muir Assoc ia t ion
4202 Alhambra Avenue

P.O.  Box  2433
Mart inez ,  CA 94553

925/229-3857   jmmassoc@yahoo.com   www.johnmuir.org/martinez

Tab le  grapes ,  Z in fande l  w ine  grapes ,  pears ,  cher r i e s ,
peaches ,  and  apr i co t s   were  t he  p r imary  cash  c rops

g r o w n  o n  t h e  S t r e n t z e l / M u i r  r a n c h
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